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rich attire, surrounded by females in white apparel;
among them his mother. He strove to reach her, but
the mire clung round his feet, and he could not struggle
onward. The soft voice of the majestic lady, the Virgin
herself, addressed him, " My son, wouldst thou join thy
mother ? " He replied, " Most earnestly do I wish it."
"He who would come to us must flee those vanities
which we abhor." From that moment the
serious child, abandoning all sport and gaiety,
was devoted to prayer and study. Up to adolescence
lie was educated in monastic discipline, but the ardour
of youth had begun to relax his strict austerity. At
that time the world was startled by the tidings of
Charlemagne's death. That the mighty monarch of so
many kingdoms must suffer the common mortality of
man, struck the imaginative youth. His life became,
as it were, one vision. Once he thought that he had
died suddenly; and at the moment of his death he
prayed to the apostle St. Peter and to St. John the
Baptist, who appeared instantly before him.m He was
conducted by his saintly guides to Purgatory, where he
passed three days in darkness, and almost suffocation;
those days appeared a thousand years. He passed on
to heaven, whose inhabitants and their glory he was
permitted to behold; and a voice of the most exquisite
sweetness, but so clear that it seemed to fill the world,
spoke to him out of the unapproachable light, "Go,

m As Anschar knew them at once,! colours   (candid^   et   colorata) ;   his

it must be supposed that the saints
appeared as usually represented in
works of art at that time. St. Peter

stature short. The Baptist was young,
tall, with a sprouting beard; the hair
rather dark and curling; the face

was the older, with a hoary head, the ! emaciated, but the countenance plea-
hair flat and bushy ; a ruddy com- sant. He wore a silken dress. " Those
plexion, but rather a sad countenance; who wear silk dresses are i:i kings*
his dress white, but mingled with chambers 1"